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FOUNDATION MARKS 50 YEARS OF SERVICE TO UM 
MISSOULA -
This month, The University of Montana Foundation will have served the UM 
community and its donors for 50 years.
On June 16, 1951, UM President Carl McFarland called together a temporary 
board of directors to form the foundation, which would serve as a conduit for private 
support for academic programs and scholarships. Xh|dip^iembership 
held on October 12 that year.
Since then, the foundation has worked to identify needs of the University
community, raise private funds to meet those needs, and manage gifts to ensure that the 
money is allocated according to donor wishes.
The foundation will celebrate with two special events during Homecoming 2001 
■n October. The theme of the celebration will be “50 Years of Philanthropy.”
The President’s Club dinner for donors of $1,000 or more will be held on 
Thursday, Oct. 11. Special guests at the dinner will be current and former foundation
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trustees and alumni association directors, Distinguished Alumni Award winners, and 
Truman, Goldwater and Rhodes scholars.
On Friday, Oct. 12, a reunion of board members will commemorate the 
foundation’s first membership meeting and celebrate its growth.
In its first year of operation, the foundation collected $2,155 from a $1 fee 
added to alumni association annual dues. In 2000, nearly 15,000 donors and 
organizations committed more than $15 million for the University. Today the nonprofit 
organization with a 40-member board of trustees is valued at $78 million.
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